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as indecent and sinful, and before, during, and after the puritan
revolution furnished the theme for much pulpit oratory.
The general effect of the repressive measures of the puritans,
their inhibitions and prohibitions, was exactly what would be
expected—that they imposed a yoke heavier than most English-
men would bear. In some respects the position at the beginning
of the puritan revolution was similar to that obtaining in 1789.
At both times there was profound dissatisfaction with the status
quo, and a firm determination to change it. The champions of
puritanism,1 like the champions of'liberty, equality, fraternity9,
were full of enthusiasm and confident that they could, as it
were, make a new heaven and a new earth. No evil seemed
too malignant to be cured, no injustice too gross to be remedied.
Men in 1640 as in 1789 felt that
Bliss was it in that dawn to be alive,
But to be young was very heaven! Oh times,
In which the meagre, stale, forbidding ways
Of custom, law, and statute, took at once
The attraction of a country in romance!
What temper at the prospect did not wake
To happiness unthought of?  The inert
Were roused, and lively natures rapt away I2
For a time success smiled upon the reformers. They were able
to prevail against their open opponents because their enthusi-
asm was contagious .and attracted to their side the great mass
of people who were normally without strong political or reli-
gious convictions. The English puritan and the French revolu-
tionary retained the fervent support of this sort of middle party
during the comparatively brief period when abuses or privileges;
were being swept away. So soon as the destructive side of each
revolution gave place to the constructive, doubts began to arise
in the minds of many who were alarmed at the growing fana-
ticism of the revolutionary rank and file. In England, as in
France, the extremists were checked by a military leader in
whose rule many acquiesced lest a worse thing befall them.
In England, whether the protectorate should be permanent
or transitory depended on its ability or failure to secure the
1	It should be recalled that in 1640 the word puritan signified an opponent of
personal government as well as of Laud's ecclesiastical policy.
2	Wordsworth, The Prelude, Bk. xi.

